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Frame 1 Summary

The frontline was busy with activity early in the morning.  WDAF Hurricanes hit 90th Light Division positions around Bir Tengedir as well as attacking the airfield nearby.  Farther north Wellington bombers pounded suspected positions of the Italian XX Corps near Rotonda Segnali and Italian X Corps near Bir Tamrad.  Heavily armed Luftwaffe Bf110s managed to intercept some Wellingtons over their frontline and downed 6 bombers while losing 3 of their own to escorting Kittyhawks.  A large dogfight between newly arrived Spitfires and 109s took place near the coast road as the German fighters tried to hold back the WDAF a/c from their Gazala airfield. Both sides each lost 6 fighters in the long battle but Italian MC200s and Ju87s attacked this field so close to the front and inflicted considerable damage to it.
A low strike by Coastal Command Beaufighters deep into enemy territory was intercepted just as they began their bomb runs on DAK panzer positions near the important Mechili crossroads.  Patrolling Bf110s dove down on the faster a/c and shot 6 from the sky while the heavy flak batteries took care of another.

German bombers with escort arrived unannounced over Tobruk and proceeded to bomb the depot there  before heading south to hit the  1st Armoured Div at Bir el Harmat and the French fortress/depot at Bir Hakeim. Only 4 Ju88s were shotdown  due to their speed and the heavy fighter action that had occurred earlier and heavy damage was caused to the two depots.  A group of low-level Bf110 ship hunters were not so lucky and ran afoul of a large group of P40s searching for the bombers.  4 were shotdown into the sea but the remaining 2 managed to locate and sink 2 small coastal lighters.
Not to be outdone the RAF brought into play its large force of 205 Group Wellingtons.  They too arrived from the sea with some escort and proceeded to brave the Derna defenses.  Heavy damage was caused to the port and nearby depot.  A few defending fighters were scrambled and 5 Wellingtons shotdown before the rest escaped back to sea.  In the far south a combined Hurri and Kittyhawk force again attacked Bir Tenegir but unluckily for them a returning Ju88 force was also taking off with escort.  The escort returned to their airfield and proceeded to hit the low fighters hard. 13 WDAF fighters fell to the defenders and another to local flak for the loss of only 1 MC202.

As the desert sun set more German bombers hit the depots at Bir el Gubi in the south and Gambut to the east of Tobruk.  A fight ensued with relieving fighters south of Tobruk but a large force of P40s stood firm and for the first time during the day the superior German fighters over-reached themselves.  11 Bf109s were shotdown for the lost of only 1 Kittyhawk.  While this large air battle was happening a smaller, no less intense battle, was being fought between a small Italian strike group and Albacore torpedo bombers from Coastal Command.  Just off Gazala over the water a long fight between the Albacores and Ju87s and MC200s occurred with the tough 3-seaters taking down 2 stukas and a Macchi.
That night German and Italian tanks began to move southeast for a right hook around the prepared British defenses.  Rommel was on the move again and he was determined to take Tobruk.
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Frame 1 was a Axis victory but life will get harder for them in Frame 2.  Rommel has sent his entire tank force ahead of the rest of his army, hoping to encircle the British and force their surrender.  His best units are attacking far from Axis airfields with his left flank against the Bir Hakeim fortress and Konig’s fanatic French defenders and his right flank open to the desert.
The British suffered extensive damage to their various forward depots and  a supply convoy head to S18 was badly shot-up. Both S18 and S20 had to be abandoned as any spare supplies to repair and rearm had been lost.  
Aircraft steps updated for Frame 2.  Both sides took heavy and early losses in their best fighters, expect to see the MC200s and Hurricane Is soon.

German bombers launched more attacks and their CAS attacks were more effective against ground units.  Basically the difference in the frame as fighter losses were about even.

Some disco and terrain issues. Field 94 will be blown up before play so the attached flak unit near Tobruk will not fire on friendlys.  Ground units will be loaded and unloaded as the action warrants to ease the burden on the two Generals.
Allied Losses

B25C – 13

Hurri II – 3

Beaufighter(DhVI) – 7

P40B – 13

P40E – 3

SpitVb- 9

SpitIXc – 1

Total = 49
Morale Points = 8 pts

CAS Missions = 5 pts

XX Italian Corps – minor damage
X Italian Corps – minor damage

90th Light Division – major damage

INT Missions = 0 pts
OPS Missions = 6 pts

Airfields – S16

Depots – D73
Ports – P88

Frame 1 Mission Points = 11 pts
Frame 1 Points = 19 pts
Axis Losses

Bf109F4 – 23

Bf110G2 – 9

Ju87D – 2

Ju88A4 – 5

MC200(Ki43) – 1

MC202 – 1

Total = 41
Morale Points = 11 pts

CAS Missions = 10 pts
1st South African Div – major damage
50th Highland Div – major damage

1st Free French Brigade – minor damage

1st Armoured Div – minor damage

INT Missions = 7 pts
Trucks - Tobruk to 1st SA – major damage

Shipping – 2 transport ships sunk

OPS Missions = 9 pts
Airfields - S18
Depots – D74, D75, D76, D78 
Frame 1 Mission Points = 26 pts
Frame 1 Points = 37 pts

Frame 2 Summary

It was a day of infamy for both bomber forces.  With heavy protection or not the bombers that tried to get through to airfields behind the lines suffered heavy losses to defending fighters.  Wellingtons and Ju88s crashed to the desert one after another hounded to their deaths by many intercepting fighters.  Bir Tengedir and El Adem airfields were hard hit but the losses on both attacks crippled each sides strike force.  A later bomber attack on Bomba port by the British and a massive assault by the Germans on Bir Hacheim were more successful.  Stukas and 110s hit the Free French at Bir Hacheim hard forcing the besieged French to withdraw and hand over control to Italian tanks.  Farther east the armoured units of the DAK were paralyzed by repeated low level bombings by Hurri-bombers.  Strong British minefields and the unending air attacks forced Rommel to order their withdraw to re-supply and re-organize to the west of newly captured Bir Hacheim.
Frame 3 Sit Rep
http://www.squadselectseries.com/events/UBS/UBSlandsupply3.jpg
http://www.squadselectseries.com/events/UBS/UBSlandsupply3battlearea.jpg
http://www.squadselectseries.com/events/UBSsteps.htm
Frame 1 was an Allied victory but mainly due to the extreme damage that was inflicted on the DAK forces SE of Bir Hacheim.  Attacks to supply trucks, panzers and halftracks caused these units to withdraw westwards.
The British suffered extensive damage to Bir Hacheim forcing its defenders to move east and hand over ownership to the Italian tanks.
Aircraft steps updated for Frame 3.  Both sides took heavy and early losses in their best bombers, expect to see more stukas and Marylands soon.
Allied Losses

B25C – 25
Hurri II – 2
Beaufighter(DhVI) – 0
P40B – 5
P40E – 3

SpitVb- 2

SpitIXe - 0
Albacore(TBD) – 3
Total = 40

Morale Points = 11 pts

CAS Missions = 13 pts

15th Panzer Division – major damage

21st Panzer Division – major damage

90th Light Division – major damage

INT Missions = 7 pts

Trucks – DAK area – major damage

2 Transports – ruled sunk
OPS Missions = 4 pts

Airfields – S16

Ports – P89
Frame 2 Mission Points = 24 pts
Frame 1 Points = 19 pts
Frame 2 Points = 35 pts

Total Points = 54 pts
Axis Losses

Bf109F4 – 20
Bf110G2 – 3
Ju87D – 2

Ju88A4 – 15

MC200(Ki43) – 1

MC202 – 5
Total = 46

Morale Points = 8 pts

CAS Missions = 3 pts

1st Free French Brigade – major damage

INT Missions = 0 pts
OPS Missions = 3 pts

Airfields – M3
Depots – D75
Frame 2 Mission Points = 6 pts
Frame 1 Points = 37 pts

Frame 2 Points = 14 pts

Total Points = 51 pts
Frame 3 Summary

British operations during the day was primarily in the south around the Bir Hackeim fortress and the DAK forces farther southwest.  RAF fighter bombers were very active in this area.  The Axis attempted to CAP this crucial position but most of their attention was along the British front, hitting those entrenched troop positions. Hurris, bombers and Beaufighters took turns attacking the Axis positions at Bir Hacheim.  A fierce air battle took place between Bir Hacheim and Bir Beuid.  The RAF came out the winner but their attempts to hit Bir Hacheim was frustrated by the CAP relay the Axis put over that area.  A large German bomber force hit the Bir el Gubi area and caused extensive damage while the fighter battle continued to the west down on the deck.  Italian fighter bombers continued to hammer at the British frontline during the day causing extensive damage to the supply echelons supporting them.  The 1st South African Division was forced to withdraw under attack by XXI Italian Corps.  In the south the 21st Panzer holding the southern flank was forced to redeploy away from the continues attacks by the RAF.
Late in the day a large force of Ju88s came in from the north off the sea and hit Tobruk hard.  Both ports and ships were damaged as well as many of the supplies and munitions stockpiled in the area.  A huge force of RAF fighters had been deployed to cover the front and turned back to intercept the Axis bombers.  Luckily for them a desert Khamsin sprung up late in the day making visibility almost zero at lower altitudes, the Ju88s managed to dive away in time and no interception was made.

Frame 4 Sit Rep
http://www.squadselectseries.com/events/UBS/UBSlandsupply4.jpg
http://www.squadselectseries.com/events/UBS/UBSlandsupply4battlearea.jpg
http://www.squadselectseries.com/events/UBSsteps.htm
Allied Losses

B25C – 2

F4F - 1

Hurri I - 3
Hurri II – 2
Beaufighter(DhVI) – 6
P40B – 0
P40E – 9
SpitVb- 0

SpitIXe - 0
Albacore(TBD) – 0
Total = 23

Morale Points = 16 pts

CAS Missions = 11 pts

XX Italian Corps – major damage

21st Panzer Division – major damage

90th Light Division – major damage

INT Missions = 3 pts

Trucks – DAK area – major damage

OPS Missions = 3 pts

Airfields – S18
Depots – D75
Frame 3 Mission Points = 17 pts
Frame 1 Points = 19 pts

Frame 2 Points = 35 pts

Frame 3 Points = 33 pts

Total Points = 87 pts
Axis Losses

Bf109F4 – 2

Bf109F1 - 3
Bf110G2 – 6
Ju87D – 0
Ju88A4 – 0
MC200(Ki43) – 10
MC202 – 17
Total = 38

Morale Points = 6 pts

CAS Missions = 15 pts

50th Div – major damage

1st SA Div – major damage

32nd Tank – major damage

1st FF – minor damage

7th Arm – minor damage

INT Missions = 3 pts

Trucks 1st SA Area – major damage

OPS Missions = 11 pts

Airfields – S21
Depots – D76, D77
Ports – D54(x2)

Frame 3 Mission Points = 29 pts
Frame 1 Points = 37 pts

Frame 2 Points = 14 pts

Frame 3 Points = 35 pts

Total Points = 86 pts

Frame 5 Summary

The Axis struck first in the morning with attacks on the French at Retma and the Desert Rats at Bir Beuid.  Jabos struck supplies and vehicles bring up reinforcements to these units.  The WDAF was not far behind with a massive hurri-bomber attack on the Italian XXI Corps in the Gazala position.  The terrible German 88s were picked out and reduced by the brave fighter bombers.  While these attacks were going on heavy fighter action was happening all over the line.  The 50th Division was hard hit by repeated attacks by stukas and jabos and many small unit actions swirled around the embattled line.
This was all cover for a direct thrust by Rommel against the center of the British position.  After being denied the encirclement he so wanted Rommel moved his panzers into a direct thrust at the Sidi Muftah position.  Air cover by both sides tried to bring their influence over the battle but it was a confused mess below.  Ju88s swept in and hit the centre hinge position and continued on to damage the nearby  Pilastrino airstrip.  Later in the day a strong force of stukas moved in and attacked the 1st Armoured in reserve at Bir el Harmat.

During the afternoon a large force of British blenheims ravaged up and down Crete attacking installations without any interference from the Luftwaffe.  All German units had been redeployed to Africa for this important attack.  Later more RAF bombers attacked ports and villages in the Bomba area.  Italian X Corps was hit late in the day by more Hurris and a strong dogfight developed with many different units coming in to help agains the outnumbered Italian CAP.

Late in the day a strong force of Ju88s again swept in off the coast hitting the depots, town and main airfield of Tobruk. Several of the German bombers were shotdown but the escort kept the majority safe and they fled back out to sea after dealing significant damage.
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Allied Losses

B25C – 9

F4F - 0

Hurri I - 0
Hurri II – 9
Beaufighter(DhVI) – 0
P40B – 0
P40E – 6
SpitVb- 7

SpitIXe - 0
Albacore(TBD) – 0
Total = 31
Morale Points = 16 pts

CAS Missions = 6 pts

XXI Italian Corps – major damage

XX Italian Corps – major damage 

INT Missions = 0 pts
OPS Missions = 10 pts

Airfields – S12, S18 
Towns – T57
Depots – D58

Ports – P86, P89

Frame 4 Mission Points = 16 pts
Frame 1 Points = 19 pts

Frame 2 Points = 35 pts

Frame 3 Points = 33 pts

Frame 4 Points = 32 pts

Total Points = 119 pts
Axis Losses

Bf109F4 – 14

Bf109F1 - 3
Bf110G2 – 0
Ju87D – 7
Ju88A4 – 11
MC200(Ki43) – 2
MC202 – 14
Total = 51
Morale Points = 5 pts

CAS Missions = 15 pts

50th Div – major damage

1st Tank  – minor damage

1st FF – major damage

7th Arm – minor damage

1st Arm – minor damage

INT Missions = 0 pts

OPS Missions = 8 pts

Airfields – L3, S19
Depots – D74, D76
Town – T54

Frame 4 Mission Points = 23 pts
Frame 1 Points = 37 pts

Frame 2 Points = 14 pts

Frame 3 Points = 35 pts

Frame 4 Points = 28 pts

Total Points = 114 pts
