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Frame 1 Summary

The USAAF VIII Bomber Command had decided to return to northern Germany with attacks on the oil industry north of Hamburg.  Previous attacks in October had resulted in heavy losses to their bombers and they were hoping that the new fighters brought into the ETO would reduce bomber losses by providing longer escort ranges.
A massive force of bombers and fighters formed over the North Sea and headed east toward Denmark.  The Luftwaffe picked them up well out to see but many of their fighters had been deployed toward central and southern Germany to hurt the Americans if they dared return there again.  The first Luftwaffe units into the bomber formation just off the Danish coast were FW190s and Me410s.  The waiting P47s dropped on the fast but vulnerable bomber destroyers and in a flash 8 Me410s had been shotdown for only 1 P47 in return.  Nine more Luftwaffe single-engine fighters were lost in the hectic battle before the first drop with only 2 bombers going down and 3 P47s.

One after another in a long SE line four oil refineries or storage depots were blasted by the three USAAF Bombardment Divisions.  Flak was heavy but the bombers turned west and headed away from the Hamburg area with more Luftwaffe fighters closing in.  In a running fight with the P47s the heavily armed Bf109G6/R6s, Me410s and Bf110G2s could not get to the bombers and lost aircraft or were forced to drop away.  The long range of the new Thunderbolts came as a surprise to the jagdflieger and they lost 18 for only 5 P47s.  Four more bombers fell from formation during the attacks over Germany with their gunners claiming 2 e/a.
Luckily for the Germans their larger industrial targets were farther inside Germany proper and had greater fighter cover but the fact that downed P47s were found on German soil was disturbing. Later Goering refused to believe US escort fighters could reach so far into Germany but his Jagdgeschwader commodores knew better.  The order went out to get the vulnerable twins off the line and into the rear areas.  More agile 109s were brought forward to combat the high flying escorts and heavier armored 190s improvised at fields to attack the bombers and then dive away.

Frame 1 Score

USAAF Losses
B17s = 5

B24s = 1

P47Ds = 9

Total Losses = 21(bombers count as 2 losses)
Morale Points = 16
Luftwaffe Losses

Bf109G = 12

Bf110G = 3

FW190A = 10

Me 410 = 10

Total Losses = 35

Morale Points = 6
Raid 1 – oil refinery at 6,7,8
USAAF = 4

LW = 1

Raid 2 = oil storage at 6,7,9
USAAF = 3

LW = 1

Raid 3 = oil refinery at 6,7,6
USAAF = 4

LW = 1

Raid 4 = oil storage at 7.7.4
USAAF = 3

LW = 1

USAAF Points

Morale = 16
Raids = 14

Total Frame 1 = 30
Luftwaffe Points

Morale = 6
Raid = 4

Total Frame 1 = 10

Frame 2 Summary

The USAAF VIII Bomber Command needed to go after German industry farther into the heartland but was worried that the Luftwaffe had reorganized and was waiting to launch an overwhelming attack on a deeper mission.  They decided to send in a force once again to the far north hitting some secondary factories to draw away fighters from another later force that was heading direct to Germany to hit some important synthetic fuel plants across the western border of the Reich.
Things did not go according to plan from the beginning with many Luftwaffe 109s engaging the northern bomb group over the North Sea forcing the escorting P38s to use up precious fuel.  Furthermore aggressive sweeps by 190s based in Holland tied up P47s that were to intercept the high flying 109s before they could get to the bombers.  The northern bomb group was fighting all the way into Denmark first with 109s then several small groups of 190s hit them off the coast.  By this time the southern bomb group had been detected moving straight across the channel but most of the Luftwaffe had been moved out of position to hit the first group.  P38s ran short of fuel on the fight into northern Germany and once the B17s hit their targets they moved off to the NW pursued by small groups of 190s.  Over the day a total of 15 B17s were shotdown from this group, the last falling within 40 miles of the English coast attacked almost all the way home by vengeful 190s.
The southern group initially had it quite easy by comparison.  The heavy escort of P47s held off the few Luftwaffe units that arrived behind the B24s heading into target.  4 of the faster bombers were lost mainly on the way out of the burning targets as late arriving Luftwaffe pressed home their attacks.  American escorts fought well but fuel issues and the relentless attacks by determined Luftwaffe caused some of the heaviest bomber losses of the December campaign.  Total losses on the day were similar but the Luftwaffe downed 19 bombers and VIII Bomber Command was concerned.  The call went out for the newest escort fighter on the block, the untried Mustang.

Frame 2 Score

USAAF Losses

B17s = 15

B24s = 4

P47Ds = 10

P38Js = 6

Total Losses = 54(bombers count as 2 losses)

Morale Points = 7

Luftwaffe Losses

Bf109G = 26

FW190A = 12

Total Losses = 38

Morale Points = 14

Raid 1 – munitions at 7,7,7

USAAF = 3

LW = 5
Raid 2 = ball bearings at 7,7,6

USAAF = 4

LW = 5
Raid 3 = synthetic fuel at 6,5,4

USAAF = 4
LW = 2

Raid 4 = synthetic fuel at 6,5,4

USAAF = 4
LW = 2

USAAF Points

Morale = 7

Raids = 15
Total Frame 1 = 30

Total Frame 2 = 22 

Luftwaffe Points

Morale = 14

Raid = 14
Total Frame 1 = 10

Total Frame 2 = 28

Frame 3 Summary

The USAAF VIII Bomber Command was determined to hit the Frankfurt area again.  Two previous attempts in the fall had seen the heaviest losses every suffered by the command.  While a large mainforce of fast B24s would hit factories east of Frankfurt a second equally powerful raid would sweep in out of the North Sea to hit the Bremen area and hopefully surprise the Luftwaffe defences.
The initial B24 attack was hit almost as soon as they crossed over Belgium.  Wave after wave of 109s with 190s lower down came into the large bomber formation in small groups.  The run into Frankfurt saw 6 Liberators take the final plunge from their protective groups while another 8 escorting fighters were lost, the new Mustangs being hardest hit.  Luftwaffe losses in the initial interceptions was 10 fighters, a good trade-off Galland was heard to say.  As the B24s bombed their targets effectively the northern bomb group of B17s moved toward the north German coast.  The Luftwaffe had been waiting for this move and commenced a series of head-on attacks that hit the USAAF bombers just before target.  Eight fortresses fell to their guns in a running battle to the west of Bremen.  Smoke trailed upwards from their destroyed targets as the bombers fought their way home over Holland.  The Luftwaffe did not let up and continued to hit both bomber groups with all they had, losing 15 fighters later in the day but claiming a total of 15 bombers and 6 escorts.  Galland was more than pleased with a ratio of one Luftwaffe fighter for one American heavy bomber and was busy planning a Great Blow to the US bomber force as the new year began.
Frame 3 Score

USAAF Losses

B17s = 8

B24s = 13

P47Ds = 5

P51Bs = 9

Total Losses = 56(bombers count as 2 losses)

Morale Points = 4

Luftwaffe Losses

Bf109G = 9

FW190A = 16

Total Losses = 25

Morale Points = 22

Raid 1 – chemical NE of Frankfurt

USAAF = 8
LW = 5

Raid 2 = synthetic fuel SE of Frankfurt

USAAF = 10
LW = 4
Raid 3 = munitions SE of Oldenburg

USAAF = 3
LW = 2

Raid 4 = oil refinery SE of Oldenburg

USAAF = 4
LW = 3
USAAF Points

Morale = 4
Raids = 25

Total Frame 1 = 30

Total Frame 2 = 22 

Frame 3 = 29

Luftwaffe Points

Morale = 22
Raid = 15
Total Frame 1 = 10

Total Frame 2 = 28

Total Frame 3 = 37

Frame 4 Summary

The USAAF VIII Bomber Command decided to send two strong groups of bombers direct to the northern end of Germany with the trailing group making a dogleg deep into Germany hopefully this would force the Luftwaffe to make a decision on which group to attack.
The US crossed the  Dutch coast with a lead group of B17s, about 40 miles behind came a second group of B24s.  Initially the lead group had the strongest escort and it was not long before they were trying to hold of strong groups of Luftwaffe.  The escorting fighters held off much of these attacks as the two groups diverted and the lead B17s hammered Hamburgs two oil refineries. 12 defending fighters were shotdown for claims of 8 bombers and 3 escorts.
As the trailing B24 group doglegged down to Hannover the situation became more dangerous as less escorting fighters were with a group that was going farther into the teeth of the German defences.  Most Luftwaffe units turned south of the lead B17s to hit the bombers going to Hannover on the way in and on the way out.  Two important factories at Hannover were largely destroyed but the price would prove high.
13 bombers and 11 escorts were lost for 13 defending fighters. 

Frame 4 Score

USAAF Losses

B17s = 6

B24s = 15

P47Ds = 7

P51Bs = 6

Total Losses = 54(bombers count as 2 losses)

Morale Points = 4

Luftwaffe Losses

Bf109G = 7

FW190A = 16

Total Losses = 23

Morale Points = 23

Raid 1 – oil refinery SW of Hamburg

USAAF = 5
LW = 2
Raid 2 = oil refinery at Hamburg

USAAF = 5
LW = 2
Raid 3 = munitions factory SW of Hannover

USAAF = 8
LW = 4
Raid 4 = oil refinery SW of Hannover

USAAF = 10
LW = 4
USAAF Points

Morale = 4

Raids = 28
Total Frame 1 = 30

Total Frame 2 = 22 

Total Frame 3 = 29

Total Frame 4 = 32

Luftwaffe Points

Morale = 23
Raid = 12
Total Frame 1 = 10

Total Frame 2 = 28

Total Frame 3 = 37

Total Frame 4 = 35

Frame 5 Summary

The USAAF VIII Bomber Command was going back to Frankfurt, scene of some of their worst losses.   A faster diversion group of B24s would head to Kassel for a quick strike to draw away fighters from the three other B17 groups going south.
The Luftwaffe had already posted two large groups of fighters off the English coast to let the Americans know they were ready and waiting for them.  The B24s didnt hesitate and formed with their P38 and P47 escorts but it was not until they were past Holland did the Luftwaffe pounce.  At least 4 gruppen jumped on the fast bomber formation and as they pasted the German pilots pressed south to hit the incoming B1& groups.  There was much scattered attacks by ones and twos, with the 190s coming in almost at the altitude of the bombers and then slowly pulling ahead to conduct more HO attacks.  Escort fighters dropped down like rocks to shake off the more determined interceptors.  Into target 4 B24s and 6 B17s were lost while the Luftwaffe lost 8 fighters and the USAAF 3 escorts.
All three targets were last seen burning with thick black smoke covering the entire area. Off target all four bomb groups moved quickly to avoid the refueling Luftwaffe fighters.  It was a race that saw the stragglers mainly picked off as more and more defending fighters arrived on the scene.  A further nine bombers were lost over France and Germany or in landing accidents at home.  

As the bombers were on final over England a series of rapidly increasing combats were being conducted over Belgium and near the French coast.  An entire Jagdgeschwader flying the latest 109s first took on one USAAF Fighter Group then another.  Fighter versus fighter combat on this scale had not been seen over the Channel for a long time.  Losses were about even for both sides but the combat took until almost dusk to complete and both sides withdrew drenched in sweat from its intensity. 
Frame 5 Score

USAAF Losses

B17s = 10

B24s = 9

P47Ds = 10

P51Bs = 3

P38Js = 8

Total Losses = 59(bombers count as 2 losses)

Morale Points = 4

Luftwaffe Losses

Bf109G = 7

FW190A = 19

Total Losses = 26

Morale Points = 22

Raid 1 – oil storage at Kassel
USAAF = 9
LW = 5
Raid 2 = munitions factory at Frankfurt
USAAF = 8
LW = 2
Raid 3 = chemical factory at Frankfurt
USAAF = 8

LW = 2
Raid 4 = aluminium factory at Frankfurt
USAAF = 8
LW = 3
USAAF Points

Morale = 4

Raids = 33
Total Frame 1 = 30

Total Frame 2 = 22 

Total Frame 3 = 29

Total Frame 4 = 32

Total Frame 5 = 37

Luftwaffe Points

Morale = 22

Raid = 12

Total Frame 1 = 10

Total Frame 2 = 28

Total Frame 3 = 37

Total Frame 4 = 35

Total Frame 5 = 34
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Series Summary

A tough series for both sides.  Clearly the P47D proved to be an outstanding fighter, eclipsing the P51B or P38J as the escort fighter of choice.  The Fw190A8 again proved to be a pig after its one moment of uberness in the great FM debacle.  Regardless of the plane issues both sides played smart and well.  They fought historically where FM issues are often minimized.  The planning and detailed routes for the bomber groups and escorts reached an all time high of expertise.  The coordination between interception squads by the Luftwaffe was amazing to watch, they had a lot of territory to cover and did it very professionally.

Series Points
USAAF

Total Frame 1 = 30

Total Frame 2 = 22 

Total Frame 3 = 29

Total Frame 4 = 32

Total Frame 5 = 37

Total All Frames = 150

Total Damage = 35.50(all individual scores – prorated based on frames per side)

Total Morale/Experience = 75.25(individual scores - only living/non-captured pilots - prorated)

Total Points = 260.75

Luftwaffe

Total Frame 1 = 10

Total Frame 2 = 28

Total Frame 3 = 37

Total Frame 4 = 35

Total Frame 5 = 34

Total All Frames = 144
Total Damage = 36.75(all individual scores – prorated based on frames per side)

Total Morale/Experience = 68.25(individual scores - only living/non-captured pilots - prorated)

Total Points = 249.00
Score was 260.75 vs 249.00 in favour of the USAAF.  But that was less than a 20 pts difference so the series is declared a hard-fought draw.  Considering how many different variables were taken into consideration you cannot get much closer than that.
Fortress of Fire Awards
In this hard fought series only 50 pilots of 235 that took part qualified for an award. 19 Luftwaffe and 31 Allied pilots stayed alive and scored some points to earn some tin.  Once again these bombers into Germany events proved difficult for the defending Luftwaffe to survive, as it was in real life.  The top three positions went to Allied pilots;

Whawk- of the 22nd BG

Air Force Cross
http://www.squadselectseries.com/gongs/airforcecross.jpg
This bomber pilot took part in all 5 frames leading his unit into the attack.  He never lost an aircraft and lead his boys home each frame.  He destroyed 101 targets on the ground which earned him 15.15 pts and his countries highest award for valour, the Air Force Cross.

Daddy= of the 31st FG

Silver Star

http://www.squadselectseries.com/gongs/silverstar.jpg
This fighter pilot used his Thunderbolt to great effect downing 14 e/a and scoring 1 assist in 5 frames.  He did not lose an aircraft in 10 sorties and scored 14.25 points earning him his countries second highest award for valour, the Silver Star.

Mrbang of the 550th HBG

Legion of Honor
http://www.squadselectseries.com/gongs/legionofmerit.jpg
This bomber pilot survived all 5 frames without losing an aircraft.  His gunners shotdown 2 e/a and assisted on two others while he destroyed 55 ground targets to earn 10.75 points and his countries third highest award for valour, the Legion of Honor.
All Scores posted online at; 
http://spreadsheets.google.com/pub?key=pUDQbRCscQJHNRGMSRcobTw
Download scores at;

http://www.squadselectseries.com/archive/results/FOFresults.xls
