S3 # 39 - Britain Will Fall – August/Sept 1940
Frame 1 Summary

http://www.squadselectseries.com/events/BWF/BWF.doc
http://www.errthum.com/troy/warbirds/s6/
There was some confusion to begin the Luftwaffe’s Eagle Day.  Weather had moved in and some radio transmissions for a delay were sent out and only partially received.  Units were scrambling to mount an attack so other units that did not hear of the delay would not be lacking support. Bomber support was limited as several units did not get the call in time and the resultant bomber formations were smaller than expected.
But despite this the Germans ihad success on their first attacks of the day.  He111s from KG53, based at Lille, flew west gathering their escort JG54 and JG26.  They attacked the radar position at Beachy Head and Brighton harbour before being set upon by RAF fighters.  Hurricanes from 43, 145 and 601 squadrons attempted to get at the bombers but the strong fighter escort held them off.  They were further reinforced by 32 and 610 squadrons from Biggin Hill.  Only 1 He111 was lost in this attack and they continued on to bomb both Poling Radar and Tangmere sector airfield.  Beachy Head and Tangmere were bombed effectively and sustained moderate damage.  Brighton proved more difficult to hit due to overcast.
Farther south He111s from KG1 travelled north and picked up their escort, JG51 and JG52, before moving out into the North Sea to approach from the east.  Their initial attack was on the Dunkirk radar station and moderate damage was sustained on their masts.  Spitfires from 74 and 266 squadrons on patrol in the area had been pulled west to attack the bomb group there so other squadrons were scrambled from Hornchuch.  The 109s were able to hold these RAF fighters away from KG1 and they proceeded SE to drop bombs on Hawkinge and Lympne airfields causing some damage.  Radar emitters near Dover were also attacked and three destroyed.

The Luftwaffe returned later in the afternoon.  KG53 came in from the NE this time and hit East Church airfield causing extensive damage and Manston airfield destroying some Blenheims on the ground as well as nearby hangars.  RAF reaction was swift but again the escort held off most of the attacks with four bombers being claimed shotdown.  KG1’s attack on West Malling attracted most of the RAF attention during the day with units from London and 12 Group meeting the large German bomber formation over the Kent countryside.  In a running battle 11 He111s were shotdown but German bombs did crater much of West Malling.
A late evening jabo attack on Dunkirk was covered by a JG54 sweep and did cause some damage but with darkness it was too hard to tell how effective this attack was.

Hidden rules updated and losses from Frame 1 applied to historical units.

AI units were not functional in Frame 1.

Arena problems with login and possible server issues effecting guns.

Frame Score

Raid Scores(based CM judgement on target value and destruction – ToT or jabo)
Raid #1 – Bombing of R78, P75, R65 and F20

LW = 12

Raid #2 – Bombing of R68, F6, F18 and F1 Radar

LW = 10

Raid #3 – Bombing of F19 and F32

LW = 9

Raid #4 – Bombing of F35

LW = 8

Raid #5 – Jabo of R68

LW = 1

Raid Totals – LW = 40

Morale Scores(based upon fighter kill ratio)
Bf109E – 35

Spits – 10

Hurris – 12

RAF = 15 Morale Pts

LW = 6 Morale Pts

Frame 1 Point Totals

RAF = 15

LW = 46

Frame 2 Summary

http://www.squadselectseries.com/events/BWF/BWF.doc
http://www.errthum.com/troy/warbirds/s6/
German bombers were out in strength the day after Eagle Day.  The fine weather in the morning allowed a massive build-up of He111s over Belgium and France.  The Luftwaffe Jagdflieger had learned their lesson well, do not turn with the British fighters one pass and dive away.  They were eager to come to grips with Tommy once more.
RAF HQ and 11 Group saw a build-up of three large German forces.  One coming NW from the Abbeville area, another barely on long-range radar over the North Sea and the other coming straight for them over Calais.  German fighters were screening infront waiting for an RV to escort in their charges.  The spread and timing of the attacked forced RAF HQ to hold back more fighters waiting to see where the assaults would turn.  When finally the Luftwaffe moved all their attacks toward England some RAF squads were scrambled too late and ran into higher 109s over the heart of Kent.  Ignoring Goering the Jagdflieger roamed far and wide around their bombers intercepting climbing Hurricanes and Spitfires and forcing them to dive away.  

The attacks on Biggin Hill and already damaged East Church were very accurate with several RAF pilots being killed or wounded in their fighters as they sat and waited for the scramble order.  Losses to the German bombers were light and escorting 109s claimed 14 e/a shotdown to only 8 losses.  While the battle over Kent was going on the last German bomber group slipped in and bombed both Manston and Hawkinge which had already been damaged previously.
The second set of raids of the day occurred during late afternoon.  A group of He111s moved NE onto British radar heading for Ipswich.  Three squadrons of Spitfires were dispatched to head them off when the German force changed direction and headed toward Southend port after joining up with a group of 109s.  Southend was hit hard and the 109 group had a hard time holding off the RAF fighters but only a few bombers were lost.  While this battle dragged the defenders to the east over the North Sea a second bomber group headed past Southend from the SE and dropped on Rochford.  More kampfgruppen spread the defences to the west and hit Detling airfield and caused heavy damage.  Luckily for the RAF it was not being used at the time.

Later in the day as dusk approached specialized 109 jabos made 2 quick runs at Rochford and East Church.   While the RAF and Jagdgruppen played cat and mouse off Manston these jabos hit the already damaged airfields with precision and skill.  Unfortunately for them their was a miscommunication with their covering force and the entire RAF group withdrew cutting them off.  It was only by skillful flying and a last minute rescue that they escaped.  4 Bf109E1/Bs were shotdown while each side knocked down 4 fighters during the confused battle.
Hidden rules updated and losses from Frame 2 applied to historical units.

AI units were functional in Frame 2, Luftwaffe had 2 AI to make up for Frame 1.

Arena problems with internet/server issues effecting guns and damage.

Frame Score

Raid Scores(based CM judgement on target value and destruction – ToT or jabo)

Raid #1 – Bombing of F32, F18
LW = 6
Raid #2 – Bombing of F7
LW = 13
Raid #3 – Bombing of F19
LW = 8
Raid #4 – Bombing of C74
LW = 3
Raid #5 – Bombing of F34
LW = 8
Raid #6 – Bombing of F43

LW = 8

Raid #7 – Jabo of F19/F43

LW = 2

Raid Totals – LW = 48
Morale Scores(based upon fighter kill ratio)

Bf109E – 25

Spits – 18

Hurris – 15

RAF = 7 Morale Pts

LW = 13 Morale Pts

Frame 2 Point Totals

RAF = 7

LW = 61
Series Score

Point Totals
RAF 
Frame 1 Morale = 15

Frame 2 Morale = 7

Damage Total  = 55.75(est. plus/minus scores)
Experience/Morale Total = 92.25(est. plus scores for non-KIA/Captured)

Grand Total = 170.0
LW

Frame 1 Morale = 6

Frame 1 Raids = 40
Frame 2 Morale = 13

Frame 2 Raids = 48
Damage Total = -2.25(est. plus/minus scores)

Experience/Morale Total = 46.25(est. plus scores for non-KIA/Captured)

Grand Total = 151.0

Frame 3 Summary

http://www.squadselectseries.com/events/BWF/BWF.doc
http://www.errthum.com/troy/warbirds/s6/
German bombers would try a complicated series of attacks to fool the RAF into leaving the gate to London open.  For the first time Luftwaffe Jabos would fly high with other fighter units and then drop down to hit already damaged airfields.  Three large German bomber formations approached the Kent coast from different directions.  The first wave of fighters and jabos were already over England when they hit the coastline.  RAF HQ held 2 or 3 squadrons back incase more Luftwaffe were coming.  A confused swirl of high 109s and 109 jabos were over the main 11 Grp bases of Biggin Hill and Hornchurch.  The jabos swept down and dropped their bombs on Biggin Hills hangars while that field’s defending fighters were up fighting for their lives.  At this point a large group of inbound bombers broke westward and headed toward Tangmere.  The other group of bombers continued on in the face of heavy AA fire and bombed Kenley heavily.  Fighting was fierce between climbing Hurricanes and the 109 escorts but only 1 bomber was lost of this group.  The group of He111s that broke west continued without escort to hit Tangmere causing heavy damage to that sector airfield.  They were chased by returning RAF fighters back across the Channel but only one bomber was lost due to the fact defending squadrons were involved in the mass sweep on Kenley sector.
The second series of attacks started again with high jabos diving down and hitting Detling airfield.  RAF radar mistook them for regular fighters and the attack was successful.  Luckily no RAF squadrons were using that field as surprise was complete.  RAF caps in the area did catch many of the low 109 jabos shooting down several in a chase across the rooftops of Kent villages.  A large group of bombers consisting of 3 KGs moved into Thames estuary from the east on mass with a heavy screen of fighters.  One after another the RAF squadrons in the area were scrambled, soon no reserve remained and RAF HQ was counting that the Germans had thrown everything at them.  German bombers fought there way all the way up the Thames to Hornchurch, cratering the field of that important airfield with many bombers.  RAF fighters dove into the attack and at least 5 He111s were shotdown but this did not stop them and they turned onto a second target the nearby field of Gravesend hitting that smaller field effectively.  8 WAAFs were killed when their dugout was hit by a direct hit.  Two RAF pilots on the ground were also killed.  Leaving a cloud of smoke behind the German bombers moved back east as their escort bravely tried to hold off the angry RAF fighters.  A further 5 bombers were lost on the journey home.

A last minute attack by another group of 109 jabos on Rochford snuck in behind the confusion caused by the bombers.  Heavy field AA shotdown several of the 109s but bombs hit the already damaged airfield.

In the fighter versus fighter battles of the day the RAF could claim a morale victory.  RAF Hurricanes shotdown 27 Bf109s while losing 13 to the German fighter.  RAF Spitfires battled to a draw, shooting down 10 German fighters while losing 10 to their guns.  12 He111s were lost while their gunners claimed 4 attacking RAF fighters. 
Hidden rules updated and losses from Frame 3 applied to historical units.

Luftwaffe didn’t have AI for first sortie, 2 AI on second sortie.

Arena problems with internet/server issues effecting guns and damage.

Frame Score

Raid Scores(based CM judgement on target value and destruction – ToT or jabo)

Raid #1 – Jabo of F7

LW = 4
Raid #2 – Bombing of F20

LW = 14
Raid #3 – Bombing of F10

LW = 14
Raid #4 – Jabo of F34

LW = 2
Raid #5 – Bombing of F38

LW = 15
Raid #6 – Bombing of F37

LW = 9

Raid #7 – Jabo of F43

LW = 2
Raid Totals – LW = 60
Morale Scores(based upon fighter kill ratio)

Bf109E – 41

Spits – 12

Hurris – 15

RAF = 15 Morale Pts

LW = 6 Morale Pts

Frame 3 Point Totals

RAF = 15

LW = 57

Series Score

Point Totals

RAF 

Frame 1 Morale = 15

Frame 2 Morale = 7

Frame 3 Morale = 15

Damage Total  = 88.5(est. plus/minus scores)

Experience/Morale Total = 139.25(est. plus scores for non-KIA/Captured)

Grand Total = 264.75
LW

Frame 1 Morale = 6

Frame 2 Raids = 40
Frame 2 Morale = 13

Frame 2 Raids = 48
Frame 3 Morale = 6

Frame 3 Raids = 60
Damage Total = -13.25(est. plus/minus scores)

Experience/Morale Total = 52.25(est. plus scores for non-KIA/Captured)

Grand Total = 212.0

Frame 4 Summary

http://www.squadselectseries.com/events/BWF/BWF.doc
http://www.errthum.com/troy/warbirds/s6/
The Luftwaffe was slowly replacing its older bombers like the Do17 with the new fast wonder-bomber, the Ju88.  German HQ planned to use the amazing speed of this versatile bomber to escape the strong fighter defense the RAF had been putting up over Kent.  Two gruppen of Ju88s came from completely opposite ends of Luftflotte 2 and met up with a heavy fighter escort over the Channel just south of Dover.  The usual Luftwaffe tactic of high-altitude free jadgs were again in presence as these bombers formed and moved toward 11 Group.  High over Kent the Luftwaffe used small formations of fighters to harass the RAF squadrons as they climbed to interception altitude.  As this group fought its way toward London another bomber unit of Do17s circled north of Manston holding several RAF units in reserve as HQ watched their every move.  8 RAF fighters and 11 Bf109s were lost as the Ju88s quickly hit North Weald and Hornchurch cratering the runways and causing extensive damage.  For the first time bombs landed in Greater London when Leutnant GGFR’s Ju88 targeted Thameshaven port complex.  Churchill vowed to hit Berlin in return.  Only 2 Ju88s were lost showing home effective these new bombers could be.
As the bombs dropped on Hornchuch the waiting Do17s over the North Sea struck, reducing the already badly damaged Manston to a scene of smoke and flame.  As hundreds of returning Ju88s and 109s headed toward them pursued by angry RAF the Do17s quickly scampered back across the channel. In the ensuing confusion of multiple radar traces elite German jabos from EprGrp 210 snuck in and hit both West Malling and Detling effectively. Two 109 jabos were shotdown by defending fighters but not before the damage had been done.
Late in the afternoon the bombers returned.  A fast feint by the Ju88s pulled many RAF fighters to the west and after the bombers targeted Redhill they chased them all the way back to the Channel. Three Ju88s were lost in the long pursuit.  But this pulled a large force away from the main attack in the centre.  He111s  moved in from the North Sea and bombed the still burning East Church field and continued on to hit Gravesend as well.  Again bomber losses were light with only 2 He111s being lost. Heavy 110s came in low below the bombers and damaged many of the hangers at Rochester.  Two 110s were lost due to being too low for the bomb explosions at the airfield. One 110 was shotdown leaving the area by RAF fighters. 
Two quick strikes at the end of the day against Hawkinge and Lympne forced the RAF in the area to fight for their lives.  110 jabos hit the larger but damaged Hawkinge airfield while many Stukas hit Lympne and the Dover area.  RAF fighters did well knocking down 5 Bf109s, 2 Bf110s and 6 Ju87s while losing 7 Hurricanes to 109s in the area.  Overall during the days fighting kills still favoured the RAF but the Luftwaffe 109s had scored more kills than previously.
Hidden rules updated and losses from Frame 3 applied to historical units.

Arena problems with internet/server issues effecting guns and damage.

Frame Score

Raid Scores(based CM judgement on target value and destruction – ToT or jabo)

Raid #1 – Bombing of F40

LW = 15
Raid #2 – Bombing of F38

LW = 10
Raid #3 – Bombing of F32

LW = 2

Raid #4 – Jabo of F34 and F35

LW = 4

Raid #5 – Bombing of F2

LW = 10
Raid #6 – Bombing of F19 and F37

LW = 9
Raid #7 – Jabo of F33

LW = 4
Raid #8 – Jabo of F18

LW = 1
Raid #9 – Dive-bombing of F6 and F1

LW = 5
Raid Totals – LW = 60
Morale Scores(based upon fighter kill ratio)

Bf109E – 34
Spits – 9
Hurris – 18
RAF = 10 Morale Pts

LW = 7 Morale Pts

Frame 3 Point Totals

RAF = 10
LW = 67
Series Score

Point Totals

RAF 

Frame 1 Morale = 15

Frame 2 Morale = 7

Frame 3 Morale = 15

Frame 4 Morale = 10

Damage Total  = 113.75(est. plus/minus scores)

Experience/Morale Total = 151(est. plus scores for non-KIA/Captured)

Grand Total = 311.75

LW

Frame 1 Morale = 6

Frame 2 Raids = 40

Frame 2 Morale = 13

Frame 2 Raids = 48

Frame 3 Morale = 6

Frame 3 Raids = 60

Frame 4 Morale = 7
Frame 4 Raids = 60
Damage Total = -9.75(est. plus/minus scores)

Experience/Morale Total = 59(est. plus scores for non-KIA/Captured)

Grand Total = 289.25
Frame 5 Summary

http://www.squadselectseries.com/events/BWF/BWF.doc
http://www.errthum.com/troy/warbirds/s6/
The RAF reprisal for the accidental bombing of the London docks brought Hitler’s wrath down upon England.  The Luftwaffe was ordered to attack previously of limits London with a heavy terror attack.  German HQ first wanted to mislead the RAF by conducting regular airfield attacks in the morning before following up with the knock out blow to the British capital.
Three groups of bombers headed off with powerful escort early in the morning.  He111s were tasked with hitting Hornchurch while close behind a group of Do17s would sneak in and hit Gravesend to the south.  A faster group of Ju88s would head NW and divert to a precision attack on 11 Grp HQ just west of London and continue with a bombing of the Weybridge industrial area.  Each attack was successful but only the Do17 group escaped tangling with defending RAF fighters.  Seven He111s were lost as they fought their way into the Thames area and 7 Ju88s were lost as they returned after leaving their targets covered in black smoke and were jumped by several squadrons of RAF fighters.  The defending 109s had a difficult time dealing with all the RAF fighters losing 17 while claiming 11, German bombers claimed 2 further RAF in this long running battle over Kent. 
In the afternoon the big blow was launched against London city targets.  Two large groups of He111s and a further two of Ju88s headed into English airspace with a heavy escort, including for the first time Bf110 units.  German command had planned well with all groups coming together from separate vectors into London so as to confuse RAF control as to their real intentions.  The fight into the capital grew in intensity the closer the four Kampfgeschwaders approached. Three He111s and three Ju88s were shotdown short of their targets while 6 Bf109s were lost for 4 of the RAF defenders.   Each group of bombers dropped accurately on London, hitting both east and west sides, Hendon airfield and on the way out Thameshaven port.  The mass of German bombers and fighters caught several RAF units still climbing and a total of 10 Hurricanes were lost for 1 Ju88s and 3 He111s.  As the Luftwaffe pulled back from London the RAF tried to catch them and bring more down.  The running battles left wrecks all over Kent as 9 RAF fighters, 2 Bf109s and 6 bombers were lost in individual battles that left contrails for every ground spectator to see. 
Frame Score

Raid Scores(based CM judgement on target value and destruction – ToT or jabo)

Raid #1 – Bombing of F38

LW = 6
Raid #2 – Bombing of F37

LW = 3
Raid #3 – Bombing of C71 and C72
LW = 6
Raid #4 – Bombing of C15
LW = 9
Raid #5 – Bombing of C15
LW = 9
Raid #6 – Bombing of F41
LW = 4
Raid #7 – Bombing of C73
LW = 3
Raid Totals – LW = 40
Morale Scores(based upon fighter kill ratio)

Bf109E – 26

Spits – 7

Hurris – 29

RAF = 7 Morale Pts

LW = 13 Morale Pts

Frame 5 Point Totals

RAF = 7

LW = 53
Series Summary

http://wwww.squadselectseries.com/archive/results/BWFresults.xls 

RAF have a slight lead in final points 364.75 versus 361.50.

Series declared a Draw.

The Luftwaffe could have won the series if the Bf109 was at least historical in scoring more fighter kills than the RAF.  But in this game the RAF won the fighter vs fighter morale battle with Spitfires shooting down 49 Bf109s and Hurricanes another 99 for a total of 148 fighter kills.  The Luftwaffe’s Bf109 and Bf110s shot down 80 Hurricanes and 48 Spitfires for a total of 128 fighter kills.  Mainly because of their success against the escorting Bf109E4s the RAF fighters had the highest kill ratios with the Hurricane at 1.46 and the Spitfire at 1.18.  The Bf109E4 had a much lower 0.80.
The RAF could have won the series if they concentrated more on the bombers than the escorts. A total of 44 player bombers and 31 AI bombers were claimed in the series.  With only an average of 15 bombers being shotdown each frame the Luftwaffe had 10 bomber/strike pilots survive the series and contribute an important 30 points to their sides Experience Morale total.
Pilot skill and experience were paramount in this series.  Each side had their own unique strengths and weaknesses imposed by the rules and the game. Though frustration and limitation was felt by both sides each changed tactics and adjusted accordingly and the feel of the time period was maintained.  
A Kriegspiel style of gamesmanship was attempted that left much of the details and scoring uncertain.  Some more initial information should have been provided to get the full effect but the uncertainty and unpredicatablity of war’s very nature was better represented than previously. A different scoring system was also used that made much of individual pilot points to determine the ultimate success of each side while leaving the missions in the hands of the players without complicated rules of engagement or scoring.
Roan and I salute all the players that took the various issues we deal with in stride and show up to play what we still think is the best and most realistic combat series out there.  It is through all our efforts and dedication that we still have a game where we can feel welcome and come together as friends and enjoy a common purpose and history.
Series Score

Point Totals

RAF 

Frame 1 Morale = 15

Frame 2 Morale = 7

Frame 3 Morale = 15

Frame 4 Morale = 10

Frame 5 Morale = 7

Damage Total  = 148.25(est. plus/minus scores)

Experience/Morale Total = 162.5(est. plus scores for non-KIA/Captured)

Grand Total = 364.75

LW

Frame 1 Morale = 6

Frame 2 Raids = 40

Frame 2 Morale = 13

Frame 2 Raids = 48

Frame 3 Morale = 6

Frame 3 Raids = 60

Frame 4 Morale = 7

Frame 4 Raids = 60

Frame 5 Morale = 13

Frame 5 Raids = 40

Damage Total = 0.75(est. plus/minus scores)

Experience/Morale Total = 67.75(est. plus scores for non-KIA/Captured)

Grand Total = 361.50
Please PM or email jabo at jabo@squadselectseries.com  for a lady luck for any KIA that may remove you from award contention.  Remember you only get one for every 3 series and BWF is the first series of a new triple.  So choose it if you only have one KIA.  Excel spreadsheet is available at the following link.
http://wwww.squadselectseries.com/archive/results/BWFresults.xls 

BWF Awards
http://wwww.squadselectseries.com/archive/results/BWFresults.xls 
For five frames a total of 234 players battled over the skies of England and only 41 survived to earn an award.  Evenly split between both sides, 20 Luftwaffe and 21 RAF pilots received medals. The top three pilots all won the highest medals their nations could offer and were separated by a good margin from the others winners showing that their achievements were outstanding.
Top Three Pilots
Mrbang of the 550th HBG

Knights Cross

http://www.squadselectseries.com/gongs/knightscross.jpg
This German bomber pilot took part in all 5 frames and in 12 sorties never lost a bomber.  He destroyed 49 ground targets and 6 e/a on the runway at airfields.  The gunners on his bomber shotdown 3 atttacking fighters and he was credited with 2 assists on other RAF fighters.  He scored an amazing 18.75 points and was awarded the top Luftwaffe award which has often proved to difficult to achieve in previous events. 

Juice= of the 352nd FG
Distinguished Service Order

http://www.squadselectseries.com/gongs/dso.jpg
This RAF pilot was a one man scoring machine downing 17 enemy fighters and 1 bomber while assisting on 6 others in 5 frames.  Over 16 sorties he had to bail out twice but scored an impressive 17.5 points and was awarded the RAF’s highest medal for bravery.
=helx= of the 100th FBG, The Haze

Distinguished Service Order

http://www.squadselectseries.com/gongs/dso.jpg
This RAF pilot took part in all 5 Frames and during 13 sorties never lost an aircraft.  He was credited with 12 e/a, 4 bombers and 8 fighters, as well as assisting on 3 more e/a. He scored very high with 15.75 points and was also awarded Britain’s highest medal for his efforts.

